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Issues brought up with the Selangor Bar Committee to be implemented 

  

This committee had requested the Selangor Bar Committee for the following to be implemented:-  

  

1) to stop serving water in any plastic form and had a water dispensing machine installed in the 

building at the ground floor and at the meeting room floor to ensure that there be sustainable usage 

of water on the premise (no to single use plastic products). Guest are encouraged to bring their 

own water containers for upcoming talks and seminar at the Selangor Bar Auditorium. 

  

2) All Selangor Bar Committee minutes are sent to committee members in advance. No printing 

of minutes of meetings, this is a step towards going paperless. 

  

3) All materials for talks and/or seminars held at Selangor Bar are to be emailed to participants in 

advance to minimise the printing of paper. 

Ajeet Kaur 

Yohendra 
Nadarajan 
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Talks and Seminar 

  

This sub-committee had organized various talks and seminars for the benefit of the members which 

are as follows: 

  

1) Workshop on “How to Conduct an Inquest” held on 20th April 2019 by Mr. M. Visvanathan 

and Mr. Yohendra Nadarajan from the NGO known as Eliminating Deaths and Abuses in Custody 

Together (EDICT). Mr. M. Visvanathan has worked extensively in matters involving deaths in 

police custody, police shootings and ill treatment. Mr. M. Visvanathan and Mr. Yohendra had 

carried out numerous inquest proceedings and spent the whole day introducing the law of inquest 

to the participants, the issues in conducting an inquest, role of the media and NGO’s as support 

groups, case study with hypothetical situation of actual cases. 

  

2) Talk on “Introduction to Human Rights Law – the Malaysian Perspective” held on 18th June 

2019 by Mr. Yohendra Nadarajan. This talk was to the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology 

(RMIT) students from Australia who visited the Selangor Bar. The speaker gave an overview of 

the fundamental liberties enjoyed by Malaysians and how certain laws have evolved such as the 

Internal Security Act which had been abolished and new laws have been enacted such as the 

Security Offences (Special Measures) Act 2012 (SOSMA) and the evolution of the Prevention of 

Crimes Act 1959 (POCA). The students had an engaging session discussing issues in Malaysia 

and Australia and how the laws are used.     

  

3) Talk on “The Domestic Violence Act from the Survivor’s Perspective” held on 28th June 2019 

by Ms. Melissa Mohd Akhir, Senior Advocacy Officer of Women’s Centre for Change (WAO). 

The speaker has trained over 100 judges, magistrates, deputy public prosecutors, court interpreters 

and police personnel on best practices on child victims’ rights, domestic violence, sexual crime 

cases, The Convention on the Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against Women 

(CEDAW) and the Child Rights Convention (CRC). She also co-wrote reform documents and 

lobbied the Malaysian Parliament on the Penal Code, the Criminal Practice Code (CPC), the Child 

Act 2001, the Domestic Violence Act 1994 and the Evidence of Child Witness Act 2007. 

  

4) Talk on “What is Human Trafficking: From the legal Perspective” held on 22nd August 2019 

by Ms. Karine Moreno-Taxman, a federal prosecutor with the Department of Justice (DOJ) , 

United States of America. Ms. Karine has more than 2 decades of experience spearheading U.S. 

and international programs to combat major criminal conduct infiltrating society. She has 

conducted workshops with Judges and prosecutors with regard to Anti-Trafficking in Persons and 

Anti-Smuggling of Migrants Act 2007 (ATIPSOM). The participants gained an insight on what is 
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human trafficking, the types of human trafficking, signs of human trafficking and examples of 

human travailing such as forced labor, sex trafficking, debt bondage and child sex trafficking.     

  

5) Talk on “A Psychological Potpourri - A New Recipe Towards Well-Being” held on 2nd 

November 2019 by renowned phycologist Paul Jambunathan. Mental health issues has been on the 

rise as we face the tremendous challenges of modern day living and the stress of practice. With 

over 35 years of experience in applied psychology in Britain, Australia and Malaysia, Paul has 

extensively dealt with a wide spectrum of emotional and behavioral problems. Paul helped the 

participants to navigate through the prevention of mental and emotional problems through the 

empowerment of the individual.   

  

6) Workshop on “Holding the State Accountable: Basics in Human Rights Litigation” held on 18th 

November 2019 by Mr. New Sin Yew, the Deputy Chairperson of the Bar Council Human Rights 

Committee. Sin Yew has been active in public interest litigation. He touched on sources of Human 

Rights Law such as the Federal Constitution, International Human Rights Treaties and judicial 

decisions, how to litigate Human Rights abuses, and Human Rights advocacy – how to engage 

with statutory bodies, civil society organizations, media, the Parliament and international bodies. 

  

Human Rights Film Festival 

  

The Sub – Committee organized the inaugural Selangor Bar Human Rights Film Festival 2019 at 

the Selangor Bar Auditorium on the 30th of November 2019 in conjunction with World Human 

Rights Day. For the first time in the history of the Selangor Bar Committee, the Honourable Chief 

Judge of Sabah & Sarawak, Tan Sri Datuk Seri Panglima David Wong Dak Wah, gave the Opening 

Address and later on was involved as a panelist speaker on the very important topic of the 

Environment. A total of 5 local human rights documentaries were screened which touched on 

various human rights issues affecting the country. Some Non-Governmental Organizations such 

as Amnesty International, Greenpeace and KIWANIS opened up booths and created a carnival 

atmosphere whereby it was opened to the public.     

  

Among the movies screened were “THE HILLS AND THE SEA” (Environmental Issues), 

“DIARY FOR PRASANA” (Child Rights & Indira Gandhi’s case), “MENUNGGU MASA” 

(Death Penalty in Malaysia), “IN THE DARK” (Rights of Persons with Disabilities) and “AKU 

MAO SKOLA” (Right to Education). After each screening, there was a panel discussion with 

lawyers, activists, the film makers, victims and stakeholders concerned. More than 100 people 

attended the event, and due to the intense discussions with the panelist and audience, the Film 

Festival ended an hour later than schedule and was a resounding success thanks to the participants 

and the panelist.   
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Meeting with the Anti-Trafficking in Persons (ATIP) Court Judge   

  

The Sub-committee held a working visit meeting with the ATIP Court Judge in Klang on 6th 

November 2019. This is so as this is the only specialized ATIP Court set up in Malaysia. The 

committee wanted to see how this court was functioning since its inception in 2018 and how the 

Sub-committee and the Selangor Bar could assist the Court. 

  

The learned Judge informed us that most of the cases involved women and children (forced labor 

and sexual exploitation). We did request for statistics and the Court obliged us with our request. 

Among the issues raised were whether Protection Officers were appointed for the victims, whether 

reports were submitted to court, protection for victims, if Interim Protection Orders were issued 

and under what circumstances, status of child victims, the importance of protection of vulnerable 

witnesses and accessibility of Legal Aid, and issue of media reporting, etc. 

  

It was a fruitful meeting as many issues were ventilated and brought up and the Selangor Bar 

Committee will be following up on certain issues such as requesting for a Live Link and anatomy 

doll to be provided for vulnerable witnesses to be available in the near future. 

  

Special mention 

  

It has certainly been an honour to serve and lead this Sub-Committee for the 2019 term. Our 

gratitude goes out to the Chairman, Mr. Bernard Scott, our Committee members and Sub-

Committee and the secretariat members for their tireless dedication and effort in ensuring the 

smooth running of the sub-committee. 

  

 

Report submitted by, 

 

Ajeet Kaur & Yohendra Nadarajan 

Co-Chairpersons 

Constitutional Law, Human Rights & Environment Sub-Committee 
 


