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SELANGOR BAR REPRESENTATIVE                                                                       

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 
For the Current term under review the Selangor Bar Committee Chairman and I represented the 

Selangor Bar in the Bar Council.  

 

I was appointed as follows: - 

a) Chairperson of the Civil Law & Law Reform Committee (“CLLRC”); 

b) Co-Chairperson of the Court Liaison Committee (“CLC”); and  

c) Co-Chairperson of the Cyber Laws Committee (CYLC”).  

 

The Selangor Bar Chairman was appointed as follows: -  

 

a) Deputy Chairperson of the Court Liaison Committee (“CLC”); and  

b) Deputy Chairperson of the Industrial Law Practice Committee (“ILPC”).   

  

The Bar Council (BC) involved itself in organising many activities and dealt with various issues 

concerning members of the Bar. Some of the significant activities and issues are as follows. 

 

1. Lexis Nexis Law Suit  

 The members of the Selangor Bar would surely have many questions pertaining to the legal 

proceeding taken up by Lexis Nexis (“LN”) against the Malaysian Bar for alleged breach of an 

agreement and how it has or will affect the arrangement Selangor Bar Committee (“SBC”) has 

with LN.  

 

It is my duty to report to the members that I have vigorously defended the arrangement 

SBC has with LN and ensured to the best of my ability that the misunderstanding BC has with LN 

does not and will not derail the exclusive benefit enjoyed by the Selangor Bar Members from the 
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arrangement SBC has with LN. I have taken the necessary stand in the BC to ensure that the 

Selangor Bar members continuously enjoy the exclusive benefit or LN package.  

 

Be that as it may, I have also taken the stand that the similar package should be offered to 

all lawyers nationwide and it is my hope that by this AGM any misunderstanding between BC and 

LN could be settled for the benefit of the members at large and I have full confidence with the BC 

that it will act for the benefit of the members.  

 

 

2. Monies Owed by YBGK to Selangor Lawyers  

 

 It is disheartening to find out that more than about half a million Ringgit is being owed by 

YBGK to Selangor Lawyers for the services rendered.  

  

I have taken strong position that these monies must be paid to the Selangor YBGK lawyers. 

I have raised my concern, suggestion and solution at every opportunity I had. My biggest concern 

was lawyers will not be able to represent clients in need if they are not even paid such a meagre 

amount which does not even correspond to the value of service they render as professionals.  

  

I have persistently kept this issue alive and I am happy to report that the YBGK Board has 

finally agreed to resolve the matter and is looking into ways to pay legitimate and regular claims 

due.  

 

3. Tedious Process of E-Filing  

 I  realised  that  all  members  are  going  through  tedious process of E-Filing with the need 

to use a “dongle” which does not make sense at this time and age when even sensitive transactions 

such as internet banking are now moving towards user ID and passwords with all necessary 

security in place.  

 

 I am glad to announce that this problem will be of the past come 14th day of February 2020 

where members now will be having “roaming certificate” which will entitled them to file cause 

papers or documents from anywhere without a dongle but with only user ID and password.  

  

4. Proposed Amendments to Regulation 7 of the EPF Regulations 2001 

CLLRC had proposed to make the necessary amendments to Regulation 7 of the EPF 

Regulations 2001 under the Employees Provident Fund Act 1991 in relation to the nomination of 

the beneficiaries, and the distribution of the Employee Provident Fund (“EPF”) savings upon the 

death of an EPF member. 
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Regulation 7 of the EPF Regulations 2001, containing the proposed amendment 

(underlined), would provide as follows: 

 

“7. Revocation of Nominations 

 

(1)   A nomination shall be revoked 

 

(a)   upon the death of the nominee, or where there is more than one nominee, 

upon the death of all the nominee, during the lifetime of the member of the 

Fund; 

 

(b)  by written notice of revocation made on the prescribed form; 

 

(c)  by any subsequent nomination in the prescribed form; or 

 

(d)  upon the marriage and where applicable, upon each and every subsequent 

marriage of the member without prejudice to the member to make any 

subsequent re-nomination or nomination in the prescribed form and this 

regulation shall be applicable with immediate effect save and except for any 

payments already made by the Board.” 

 

Provided that a nomination shall not be revoked by any will or by any other act, event or 

means whatsoever. 

 

On 27 Sept 2019, CLLRC met with YB Puan Hannah Yeoh, Deputy Minister of Ministry 

of Women, Family and Community Development to discuss on the Proposed Amendment to 

Regulation 7 of the Employees’ Provident Fund. 

 

Further to the meeting, EPF will be conducting a public consultation on the proposed 

amendment to Regulation 7 of Employees’ Provident Fund Regulation and EPF has also agreed to 

invite representatives from the Ministry of Women, Family and Community Development and the 

Bar Council as stakeholder for the said public consultation. 
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5.  Creating a Law Reform Commission of Malaysia 

 

Since 2001, the Bar Council has been consistent in its clarion call to the Malaysian 

Government to establish a law reform commission. That year, Bar Council through Law Reform 

and Special Areas Committee prepared a memorandum on “Proposed Legislation for Creating a 

Law Reform Commission of Malaysia” which was forwarded to the relevant ministries. 

 

Fast forward to 2018,  the Bar Council through its ILRC submitted a proposal regarding 

the establishment of a Law Commission of Malaysia to the Government’s Committee for  

Institutional Reform headed by Dato’ Karam Chand Vohrah. In its proposal, the Bar Council 

recommended the establishment of an independent and permanent Law Commission to promote 

well-researched and consultative laws with the aim of enhancing the rule of law, which will foster 

public trust and confidence. 

 

In July 2018, YB Datuk Liew Vui Keong, Minister in the Prime Minister’s Department 

(Law) proposed the establishment of  an independent, stand-alone Ministry of Law, as well as a 

Law Commission,  to facilitate and carry out law reforms that are necessary, including the review 

and/or repeal of regressive or draconian laws.  

 

The Malaysian Bar responded with a press release dated 30 July 2018 entitled “The 

Malaysian Bar Supports the Establishment of a Stand-Alone Ministry of Law and a Law 

Commission” supporting the creation of a Law Commission that is separate and autonomous in 

both structure and function, and encourages participation from relevant stakeholders, including the 

public. 

 

On 26 August 2019, CLLRC met with YB Datuk Liew Vui Keong to discuss on the 

Proposed Legislation for Creating a Law Reform Commission of Malaysia.  

 

YB Datuk Liew Vui Keong expressed support for the proposal and called for a follow up 

meeting with the relevant stakeholders to discuss the way forward in drafting the Bill of Law 

Commission of Malaysia. 

 

6. Judicial Appointment Commission 

 

On 7 June 2018, the Bar Council through ILRC submitted a proposal regarding the Judicial 

Appointment Commission (“JAC”) to the Government’s Committee for Institutional Reform. 
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In its proposal, the Bar Council called for reforms to the composition of, and appointment 

to, the JAC, as well as to the process of appointment and appointment criteria of Judges to the 

Superior Courts. The Judicial Appointments Commission Act 2009 should be amended to ensure 

that all stakeholders in the administration of justice be involved in the appointment of Judges, and 

the JAC should not only be dominated by serving and retired Judges. 

 

7. Public Forum | One Decade Later - A Review of the Persons with Disabilities  Act 

2008 

CLLRC organised a public forum entitled "One Decade Later -- A Review of the Persons 

with Disabilities Act 2008", which was held on 19 Sept 2019 at Wisma MCA, Kuala Lumpur.   

 

The views and suggestions expressed during the public forum would be collated for the 

preparation of a memorandum from the Malaysian Bar, which would be submitted to the 

Malaysian Government for consideration. 

 

Please go to http://bit.ly/2J6kPXO  for a detailed report on this public forum. 

 

8. Workshop on Digital Evidence in Collaboration with the US Embassy 

On 13 April 2019, the CyLC  organised its first workshop for the term – Workshop on 

Digital Evidence, in collaboration with the US Embassy in Kuala Lumpur.  The one-day workshop 

that was aimed to introduce the participants to the basics of digital evidence, online investigations, 

digital forensic analysis, and search and seizure techniques for electronic devices and online 

accounts.   

 

The speakers who spoke at the workshop were Thomas Dougherty, Regional Legal Advisor 

for Cybercrime, US Department of Justice, US Embassy- Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; Ovie Carroll, 

Director, US Department of Justice Cybercrime Lab, Washington, DC; Dan Ogden, Senior Digital 

Forensic Investigative Analyst, US Department of Justice Cybercrime Lab, Washington, DC; and 

Dr Gita Radhakrishna, Senior Lecturer, Faculty of Law, Multimedia University, Melaka, and I was 

the moderator.  

On 8 Aug 2019, due to overwhelming response from the Members – the Committee once 

again collaborated with the US Embassy to conduct a similar event on Digital Evidence.   

 

9. Forum on Electronic Evidence 

On 28 Nov 2019, the CyLC  organised a forum entitled “Forum on Electronic Evidence”. 

The objective of the forum is to introduce the participants to the basics of Cyber Security in 

Malaysia. Additionally, the participants were exposed to some of Technical aspect of cybercrimes 

and cyber evidence. 

http://bit.ly/2J6kPXO
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10. Meeting with the Chief Justice, President of Court of Appeal, Chief Judge of Malaya, 

Chief Judge of Sabah & Sarawak | 10 July 2019 

On 10 July 2019, the Office Bearers (“OBs”) of the Malaysian Bar and CLC met the Chief 

Justice of the Federal Court of Malaysia,  (CJ), President of the Court of Appeal (PCA), Chief 

Judge of Sabah and Sarawak (CJSS), Chief Justice of Malaya (CJM) and Chief Registrar (CR), to 

discuss matters relating to court practice, which include the following issues: 

a) Arahan Amalan Ketua Hakim Negara Bil. 1/2019 pertaining to the postponement of cases; 

 

OBs and CLC,  raised  their  concerns  on paragraphs  (2),  (3)  and  (5)  of  the  Arahan  

Amalan, that it serves merely as a guide to the Courts and that the Courts  should  still  be  

allowed  to  exercise judicial  discretion  in  the  granting  of adjournments, as and when 

necessary and that there  were  many  instances  where  the Sessions  Court  Judge  or  the  

Magistrates strictly  adhered  to  this  Arahan  Amalan without  using  their  discretionary  

power  in granting or refusing the adjournment.  

 

CJM said he will  follow  up  on this  issue with  the  Sessions  Court  Judge  and  the 

Magistrates. 

 

b) Panels hearing civil and criminal appeals; 

                           

CJ said that the  current  practice  is  that  the hearing  for appeals  proper  to  be  heard  

before  five  (5) judges. She informed in the meeting that they are proposing that hearing  for  

appeals proper to be heard before three (3) judges; for  cases  involving  public  interest-to  

be heard before a five (5) member panel; and for  cases  involving  constitutional  issue  - 

before a seven (7) member panel. She requested Bar Council to submit their views on this, 

if any. 

 

The BC later gave the view to maintain the current practice and did not agree with the 

proposal. 

 

c) Child Rights Skills Training for the Judiciary; 

 

OBs and CLC indicated the Bar Council’s interest to conduct Child Rights Skills Training 

for the judiciary. 

 

The CR office had contacted the CRC Committee. Matter is being discussed at the 

Committee level. 
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d) Watching Brief lawyers addressing the court, getting information  

 and documents; 

 

OBs and CLC raised in the meeting that BC held Watching Brief in 2 inquest matters in 

Seremban, DPP informed the Court that no documents will be  given  to  Bar  Council's  

Watching  Brief lawyer as BC is not an interested person or a party  as  far  as  they  are  

concerned. 

 

Office Bearers is  of  the  opinion  that  ultimate discretion needs to be left at the hands of 

the presiding  Judge and this  discretion should  in  general  be  exercised  in  favour  of 

release of the documents. 

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that Arahan Amalan bil 2 /2014 

have been revoked by Arahan Amalan bil 2 / 2019 and that the new Arahan Amalan 

addressed the issues raised by BC. 

 

e) When a matter is called for defence at the Court of Appeal, the Grounds of Judgment should 

be provided; 

 

OBs and CLC said that when the matter is called for defence at  the Court of Appeal, the 

grounds of judgment should be provided.  

 

CJ informed that no grounds of judgments will be provided but agreed that the Panel will 

provide reasons as to why the defence is called. 

 

f) Shortage of Indian  and  Chinese  Interpreters;  

 

OBs and CLC expressed at the meeting that there  must  be  effort  to  do  something  about 

getting  more  Indian  and  Chinese  Interpreters into the system 

On  the  issue  of  Indian  and  Chinese interpreters,  the  Chief  Registrar informed  that  

there  is no  one  willing  to take up that posts. Hence, lawyers need to engage the interpreters 

privately. 

BC will pursue this matter further with the relevant bodies. 

 

g) e-Review 

 

Two issues were raised in relation to e-Review as follows: (1) No  notification  that  the  

Registrar  has replied  to  your  message  so  lawyers cannot close the case within reasonable 
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time, when the  case  management  is not  proceeded  as  usual  as  the  Registrar sick or need 

to attend urgent matters and (2) Print out the review’s message could not be done. 

 

CJ requested CR to address the issues raised by the Bar Council.  

 

The Judiciary met the CLC on 17 Sept 2019 and 8 Oct 2019 to discuss the e-review matter 

in detail and has agreed to engage with their vendor to see how best it can be resolved. 

 

h) DPP seeing the Magistrates or Sessions Court Judges without defence counsel present; 

 

OBs and CLC raised their concern on the above issues.  

 

CJ requested CR to address the issues raised by the Bar Council.  

 

i) Too many adjournments given especially in Ampang Courts for witnesses to be brought by 

prosecution; 

 

OBs and CLC raised their concern on the above issue.  

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that a reminder will be issued to all 

Judges to be more cautious in exercising discretion on postponements as provided by Arahan 

Amalan ketua Hakim Negara 1 tahun 2019. 

 

j) In 3 different courts in Ampang prosecution witnesses alleged they were coached; 

 

OBs and CLC raised their concern on the above issues.  

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that they take notice of the issue 

and said the Court welcomes formal complaints being lodged to the presiding officer in the 

event similar circumstances occur in the future. 

 

k) Court has to be a bit more strict for S51A CPC documents served on time to the defence 

counsel; 

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that they take notice of this issue 

and acknowledges that documents should be served before commencement of trial. 

However, in exercising their discretion, officers must also address their attention to Seksyen 

51A (3),(4) and (5) of the Criminal Procedure Code (CPC). 
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l) Sepang magistrate court is absolutely small. Something urgent need to be done; 

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that his office take notice of this 

issue. As an old court complex with limited space, the court has to work with limited 

capacity. This court will be given priority should there be any plans for renovation or 

relocation. 

 

m) When  a  person  is  going  to be charged why must a lawyer wait from 9am until 11am to 

find out which court he is going to be charged; 

 

OBs and CLC raised their concern on the above issue. 

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that Assignment of Courts is done 

upon registration of cases either through CMS or manually at the registration counters. This 

assignment is heavily dependent on the time cases are filed by enforcement agencies. 

Generally, cut off time for registration of cases is at 1Oam. As such, parties will be informed 

of assignment of cases once registration process is completed. 

 

n) There is no proper waiting area for lawyers and for those who are going to be charged in 

places like Kajang and Petaling Jaya Courts; 

 

OBs and CLC raised their concern on the above issue. 

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that  Kajang Court has responded 

to this issue by adding more seats in the waiting area for lawyers, public and for those who 

are going to be charged. 

 

As for Petaling Jaya court, an application has been made to Bahagian Pengurusan PKPMP 

for more seats and long  benches to be stationed in front of the courts, waiting areas and 

every lobby at each floor. 

 

o) E-filing and reprinting of the documents;  

OBs and CLC said that once E-filed Judges should not ask for hardcopy of the papers to be 

given as it defeats the objective of e-filing and creates duplicity. 

 

 CJ requested CR to look into the concern raised by the Bar Council. 

 



        55TH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

 
 

133 
 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that the Judges need to print 

themselves in the event they still want the hardcopy. 

 

p) Staggered hearing times for matters in all Courts;  

 

OBs and CLC said that lawyers are made waiting unnecessarily in Court and requested for 

staggered hearing times for matters in all Courts 

 

The CR’s Office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that a notice will be issued to all 

Session Judges and Magistrates to address these issues. The CJ also requested that the effort 

is reciprocated by the Bar. 

 

q) Child room in all Court complexes for public to drop off their accompanying children who 

are not allowed in courtrooms; 

 

OBs and CLC requested to set up a Child room in all court complexes for public to drop off 

their accompanying children who are not allowed in courtrooms. 

 

CJ requested CR to look into the proposal raised by the Bar Council. 

 

The CR’s Office via letter dated 13 Sept 2019 confirmed that at present, all courts are lacking 

of space and financial ability to provide for such room. This proposal can be brought to the 

attention of Kementerian Pembangunan Wanita, Keluarga dan Masyarakat for their 

assistance. 

 

r) Consolidated PD for e-filing case codes; 

OBs and CLC requested for one Practice Direction consolidating all the e-filing case codes 

for ease of reference.  

 

CJ requested CR to look into the proposal raised by the Bar Council. 

 

The CR’s office via letter dated 11 Sept 2019 confirmed that the Office of Registrar of the 

High Court, Office of Registrar of Subordinate Court and Unit Pengurusan Data and Statistik 

(UPDS) in the midst of revising all the previous PD pertaining to case codes.  

 

11. Meeting with the President of Court of Appeal, Chief Judge of Malaya, Chief Judge 

of Sabah & Sarawak | 24 Oct 2019 
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Bar Council members met with YA Tan Sri Dato' Sri Ahmad Bin Haji Maarop, President 

of the Court of Appeal (PCA) and other members of the Judiciary on 24 Oct 2019 to discuss issues 

relating to court matters and the administration of justice. 

 

The following issues were discussed: 

 

a) Too many matters fixed in a day in Appellate courts, hence no sufficient time for 

lawyers to submit; 

PCA said that he took note of the issue and said that he will inform the Court of 

Appeal Judges.  

 

b) Proposed amendment to the LPA; 

 

Bar Council presented the proposed amendment to LPA with reference to the draft 

bill which was prepared by Attorney General’s Chamber and the summary table 

which listed the section in the act which refers to the Judiciary to get the Judiciary 

to agree to the amendments. 

 

c) No advocacy in the High Court (Criminal); 

 

Secretary of the Malaysian Bar reported that it is a new practice in High Court of 

Kuala Lumpur and some Courts in other states where Judges instructed for written 

submission and did not allow for oral submissions. 

 

PCA took cognisance of the matter and requested the CR to investigate the matter 

further. 

 

d) Transfer of Immigration Cases from Sepang Sessions Court (PATI) to Semenyih 

Sessions Court. 

 

Concern over the transfer of Immigration Cases from Sepang Sessions Court 

(PATI) to Semenyih Sessions Court was raised. Views raised that the detention 

camp is not safe for court proceeding and asked the CR’s office to revisit the 

decision and to examine the detention centre to see if all the concerns have been 

resolved. 

 

CR said that they have examined the location and is of the view that it is safe for 

Court proceeding. He said he will take note of the concern raised. He said that 
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should there be an issue in the future they can raise the matter to YA Dato' Zabariah  

binti  Mohd.  Yusof, the Selangor Managing Judge.   

 

12. e-Court System 

 

E-filing 

The Director of the e-Court Division of the Federal Court of Malaysia, has extended to us a 

notification (by email) entitled “Information on Roaming Certificate” dated 5 Dec 2019. 

The notification provides information about the new digital signing solution for all digital signing 

activities in EFS starting from 14 Feb 2020 (Friday). 

E-review 

Online case management (“e-Review”) module is “an online forum within the e-Court System 

which enables judicial officers and legal representatives in a case to conduct case management via 

exchange of written messages without having to attend court”. 

The e-Review came into operation on 22 Oct 2018 (Monday) in the Court of Appeal and Federal 

Court. 

It was further implemented in the High Court (Commercial), Kuala Lumpur Court Complex in 24 

Dec 2018 (Monday) and was expended to all divisions at the Kuala Lumpur High Court from 25 

Feb 2019 (Monday), the Shah Alam High Court, for cases with civil codes 21, 22, and 23 only 

from 4 Mar 2019 (Monday), the Penang High Court, for cases with civil codes 21, 22, and 23 only 

from 1 April 2019 (Monday), 

Several training sessions were organised since December 2018 until now.  

 

13. Court Notices 

Below is the list of the circulars issued by the Bar Council to Members of the Bar in respect of 

court-related matters, including notifications of court notices, from January to December 2019. 

1. Circular No 150/2019 | Application for Renewal of Digital Certificate Using E-Court 

Token; 

 

2. Circular No 183/2019 | Request for Feedback Regarding Expansion of E-Review System; 

and  

 

 

3. Circular No 238/2019 | Request for Feedback by Office of the Chief Justice of the Federal 

Court of Malaysia. 

Circular No 055/2019 | Arahan Amalan Ketua Hakim Negara Bil 1/2019 | Penangguhan 

Kes. 
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14. Congratulatory Note  

 

I wish to take this opportunity to congratulate our former Chairman George Varughese on 

his appointment as Judicial Commissioner. It is indeed a proud moment for all Selangor members.  

 

I also wish to congratulate another former Chairman, Salim Bashir for him being elected 

to be the Secretary of the Malaysian Bar.       

 

15. Acknowledgment                                                                                                 

 

 There were 13 Bar Council monthly meetings up to the time this report was written. The 

attendance record is as follows: -  

 A.G. Kalidas  : 10 

 Bernard Scott : 11 

 

 I am honoured to be given the opportunity to represent the Selangor Bar members at the 

BC and thank you for believing  in me. It is pertinent for the Selangor Bar members to know how 

their representatives are performing at the BC as the policies made therein affect all members. I 

humbly urge the members to speak to other BC members they know and get their feedback before 

voting any one in to represent you, which includes me. I can vouch that I have defended the 

members’ interest at all times. Please bear in mind, individually we may not be able to do much. 

We need to have representatives in the BC who will champion the collective need of the members 

by convincing other BC members. I wish to take this opportunity to thank the SBC Chairman 

Bernard Scott and my colleagues in the SBC for all their support and encouragement. I also wish 

to thank the Secretariat staff for their assistance.  

 

 

Report submitted by  

 

A.G. KALIDAS  

Selangor Bar Representative to the Bar Council    
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