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Demands, and desire, for a national Freedom of Information Act
have had a long history in Malaysia including by his HRH Sultan
Azlan Shah, in his 1986 article “The Right to Know”.
Expectations of the new national government, in terms of
delivering more open and accountable government, will be high.
The lessons from the experiences of the 110 plus countries that
have adopted national Freedom of Information or Right to
Information legislation will be an important guide for any
legislation and more importantly the changes needed in the
administrative and governmental culture of Malaysia.
There will be demands for Malaysia to produce a world best
practice FOI Act and at the same time deal with a long history of
administrative secrecy and a reluctance to share high quality
information on a timely basis with Malaysian citizens.
In this talk Prof. Rick Snell will set out some of the key
challenges and some of the options that could be pursued.
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Speaker
Prof. Rick Snell is an Adjunct Associate Professor in Law at the
University of Tasmania, Australia.
Currently he is a member of the 10 person International Expert
Panel for the Open Government Partnership that involves 76
countries.
The views he will express in his talk will be in capacity as an
academic and not those of the Independent Expert Panel or the
Open Government Partnership.
His research, ideas and teaching have been influential within
Australia and internationally. After joining the Law School he
quickly built an international reputation in the area of Freedom of
Information and he has received a number of university and
national awards for teaching excellence in law.
Rick was Deputy Dean of the Law School from 2014 to June
2018. He was an elected and active member of the governing
Council of the University of Tasmania from 2003-2006.He has
been invited speaker at FOI conferences in Australia, Canada,
Philippines, Indonesia, Mexico, Fiji, Ghana, USA, New Zealand,
Malaysia, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Tonga and South Africa Associate
Professor Snell has been used as an expert in FOI by
parliamentary committees and government agencies in all
Australian states, Canadian Access to Information Review Task
Force, Australian Law Reform Commission, World Bank
Institute, OECD, Article 19 (NGO), PACT (NGO) and Open
Society Initiative (NGO), Carter Centre (NGO), Tasmanian
Review of the Freedom of Information Act, and by journalists in
Australia, UK, South Africa and Canada.
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Registration must be accompanied with payment to guarantee your place
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Cash/Cheques should be crossed and made payable to: SELANGOR BAR
COMMITTEE. Direct payment CIMB: 8001949396
Please return this completed form together with the total registration fee
to:
Selangor Bar Committee
No. 41, Jalan Bola Jaring 13/15, Seksyen 13, 40100 Shah
Alam, Selangor Darul Ehsan
Tel: +603 5519 6219 Fax: +603 55199037
The Organisers reserve the right to make any changes deemed to be in the
best interest of the event.
Fee paid is non-refundable unless the event is cancelled by the Organisers. If
a participant is unable to attend, a replacement is allowed provided the
Selangor Bar is notified in writing of the name of the new participant(s) at
least 48 hours prior to the commencement of the event.
Registration will begin 60 minutes before the event. Please be punctual.
Certificate of attendance will be given upon completion of the whole event
to participants who have attended until the end of the event. However,
certificate of attendance shall not be awarded to those participants who
attend this event after 15 minutes upon its commencement.
Kindly also note that we reserve the right to implement any necessary
changes to our policies on goods and services that we may supply or on
supplies we may receive from vendors.

